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Introduction 
The following pages display a variety of common strum patterns used by instruments like the guitar and 
ukulele to set the rhythm or beat for a song. For example, the rhythm instruments in a band playing “New 
York, New York” would use the following strum pattern: 

 

The two vertical lines represent a measure of music. The numbers  
(1 , 2, 3, 4) count off the four strong beats in the measure. The “+” 
signs represent the half beats between the major beats.  

The vertical line with the diagonal tale above the number “1” 
shows the player should strum a chord on the first beat of the 
measure. This symbol is equivalent to a quarter note in regular 

music notation. The square hat above the line ( )indicates that 
using a down stroke is typical.Beat 2 also has a single down 
strum on the beat. On beat 3 is another down strum, but for only 

half a beat. This is equivalent to an eighth note. On the half beat after the 3, there is another strum. The V 

symbol ( ) above the strum symbol indicates using an up strum. The horizontal line connecting the strums 
on 3 and 3+ indicate the strums are equivalent to eighth notes and each strum has just a half beat duration. 
Beat 4 has a single quarter-note down strum to end the measure. 

 

The “greater than” signs ( ) over the numbers 2 and 4 means to 
play strums on those two beat loader than on beat 1 and 3. Musically 

speaking, you are accenting beats 2 and 4. Accenting, or playing loudly, beats 2 and 4 is called playing on 
the "backbeat". This style was common in beat-oriented music from early 20th Century blues, ragtime and 
boogie woogie to 20's and 30's jazz. It is also heard on Big Band era swing to rockabilly, country, gospel 
and rock and roll of the 50's to folk music, 60's rock and all the way to today's modern electronic dance and 
pop music. 



Another symbol you will see on these pages is a tie  
( ). The strum on beat 2+ is held for the equivalent of 
a quarter note. The eighth note strum on beat 3 is not 
played, but is absorbed into the strum on beat 2+. Only 
five strums (1, 2, 2+, 3+, 4) are played in this measure. 

 

 

 

 

The dot after a strum symbol add half of the usual time 
to the strum. The Tango Strum starts with a down strum 
that lasts over beat 1 and 1+ for 1½ beats. The curly hat 
on the strum symbol above 2+ means it is an eighth note 
strum that last for just half a beat. This is a up strum on 
the 2+ beat. There is an accented (louder) down strum 
on beat three, and a regular down strum on beat 4 to 
complete the measure. 

 

The Hawaiian Strum looks like you should play eight 
strums – one on every major beat and one on every half 
beat. However, the added cross symbol “X” on beats 2 
and 4 means these strums are NOT regular chords, but a 
percussion “chink” sound. Place the fingers of your left 
hand lightly on the strings so you do not hear notes but 
just a deaden “chink” when you strum. 

   



 



 



 



  



  



 



  



   



  



  



   



   



   



   



 
Latin Strum 
  



Hawaiian Triplet Strum #1

   



Hawaiian Triplet Strum – 2

   



Shuffle Strum – 2+4 Accents

   



Shuffle Strum – Off Beat Accents

   



Texas Shuffle

   



Swing Rhythm – 1

   



Swing Rhythm – 2

   



John Lee Hooker Boogie

   



Swing Rhythm – 3

   



Swing Rhythm – 4

   



Swing Rhythm – 5

   



My Little Grass Shack Strum – 1

   



My Little Grass Shack Strum – 2

   



My Little Grass Shack Strum – 3

   



My Little Grass Shack Strum – 5

   



My Little Grass Shack Strum – 4

   



The Bruddah Iz Strum

   



Swing for an Island Strum

   



More “Chuck” Technique – 1

   



More “Chuck” Technique – 2

   



More “Chuck” Technique – 3

   



More “Chuck” Technique – 4

   



More “Chuck”  Technique – 5

   



Simple “Chuck” Technique – 1

   



Simple “Chuck” Technique – 2

   



Simple “Chuck” Technique – 2A

   



Simple “Chuck” Technique – 3

   



END   


